
Global Era: Classroom Reading List 

CFR Resources
Eleanor Albert, Beina Xu, and Lindsay Maizland, “The Chinese Communist 

Party.”
An overview of the history and role of the Chinese Communist 
Party. (2,500 words) 

Andrew Chatzky and James McBride, “China’s Massive Belt and Road 
Initiative.”
A summary of the Belt and Road Initiative. (2,400 words) 

“China’s Approach to Global Governance.”
This interactive timeline examines how China has interacted with 
global institutions and other countries throughout its history. (4,700 
words) 

“U.S. Relations With China.”
A detailed timeline of pivotal moments in U.S.-China relations. 
(5,600 words) 

“Wearing the World Out,” Why It Matters.
A podcast episode on the environmental costs of the fast fashion 
industry. (58 minutes) 

“What Kept the Cold War "Cold"?”
Video and transcript of a CFR event with three historians exploring 
the defining elements of the Cold War, competition and constraint, 
and the ways the war transformed U.S. and Soviet societies. (58 
minutes) 

Articles
Lorraine Boissoneault, “The True Story of the Koh-i-Noor Diamond—and 

Why the British Won’t Give It Back,” Smithsonian Magazine, August 
30, 2017.
A brief history of the Koh-i-Noor diamond and the controversy over 
whether it should be returned to India. (2,500 words)

“Decolonization,” United Nations.
A brief overview, with two short videos, of the United Nations' role 
in decolonization. (400 words)
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https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinese-communist-party
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinese-communist-party
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/decolonization
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/true-story-koh-i-noor-diamondand-why-british-wont-give-it-back-180964660/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/true-story-koh-i-noor-diamondand-why-british-wont-give-it-back-180964660/
https://www.cfr.org/event/what-kept-cold-war-cold
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/wearing-world-out
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china
https://www.cfr.org/china-global-governance/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative
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Merrill Fabry, “Now You Know: What Was the First Credit Card?” Time, 
October 19, 2016.
A brief history of the credit card. (1,300 words)

Rose George, “'Like Being in Prison With a Salary': The Secret World of the 
Shipping Industry,” Ninety Percent of Everything, 2013.
This article, a reprinting of a chapter from the author's book, 
describes her journey on a container ship, while also retelling the 
history of maritime shipping. (4,000 words)

Adom Getachew, “Colonialism Made the Modern World. Let’s Remake It.,” 
New York Times, July 27, 2020.
An opinion article that calls for an expansive understanding of 
decolonization and links it to struggles for racial equality in Europe 
and North America. (1,200 words)

Richard N. Haass, “Supply Chains and Demand,” Project Syndicate, 
December 10, 2020.
This opinion column by CFR's president discusses the challenges of 
rethinking supply chains to make them more resilient to shocks such 
as the COVID-19 pandemic while maintaining their many 
advantages. 

"X" (George F. Kennan), “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, 
July 1947.
This article, published anonymously by a State Department official, 
became the foundation of the American policy of containment 
toward Russia for most of the Cold War. (6,900 words)

Alexis C. Madrigal, “Disposable America,” Atlantic, June 21, 2018.
A fascinating look at American consumerism through the lens of 
plastic straws. (3,400 words)

Jacob M. Schlesinger, “How China Swallowed the WTO,” Wall Street 
Journal, November 1, 2017.
A story, with some excellent graphs, about how the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) has changed since China joined. (2,900 words)
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-china-swallowed-the-wto-1509551308
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/06/disposable-america/563204/?src=longreads
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/1947-07-01/sources-soviet-conduct
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/managing-supply-chain-risks-without-undermining-growth-by-richard-haass-2020-12?barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/27/opinion/sunday/decolonization-statues.html
https://longreads.com/2013/08/26/like-being-in-prison-with-a-salary-the-secret-world/
https://longreads.com/2013/08/26/like-being-in-prison-with-a-salary-the-secret-world/
https://time.com/4512375/first-credit-card/


“United Nations and Decolonization,” United Nations.
A detailed history of the United Nations' role in decolonization, with 
links to information about the organization's ongoing work on the 
issue. (870 words)

Books
Anne Applebaum, Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe 1944–1956 
(2012).

An award-winning account of the rise of communism in Eastern 
Europe after World War II. (566 pages)

Jonathan Fenby, The Penguin History of Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a 
Great Power, 1850 to the Present (2013).

A readable general history of China covering the years from 1850 to 
the present. (816 pages)

John Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War: A New History (2006).
A brief and approachable general history of the Cold War. (352 
pages)

David E. Hoffman, The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms 
Race and Its Dangerous Legacy (2009).

A Pulitzer Prize–winning account of the arms race brought about by 
the Cold War. (592 pages)

Donovan Hohn, Moby-Duck: The True Story of 28,800 Bath Toys Lost at Sea 
and of the Beachcombers, Oceanographers, Environmentalists, and Fools, Including 
the Author, Who Went in Search of Them (2011).

An amusing exploration of an incident at sea that leads the author to 
explore the mechanics of global manufacturing and trade, as well as 
ocean currents and environmental science. (416 pages)

Tony Judt, Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945 (2006).
An outstanding and highly readable history of Europe in the decades 
after World War II. (933 pages)
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https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/about
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Odd Arne Westad, Restless Empire: China and the World Since 1750 (2012).
An accessible look at the history of Chinese foreign relations and 
how that history can inform our understanding of China's role in the 
world today. (528 pages)

Stephen M. Younger, The Bomb: A New History (2009).
A brief and straightforward introduction to nuclear weapons 
technology and policy—an excellent starting place for many readers. 
(256 pages)

Multimedia
“The Atomic Café,” 2018.

A darkly humorous documentary of the early years of the nuclear 
era, recounting the fear of nuclear war felt in the decades after World 
War II and the ways in which society and the U.S. government 
responded. (86 minutes)

Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, “The Vietnam War,” PBS. 
A detailed account of one of the Cold War's most consequential 
conflicts. (85 minutes)

“The Five Main Projects of the Belt and Road Initiative,” South China Morning 
Post.
An excellent explainer of China's Belt and Road Initiative.

“The Future of Work,” VICE News.
A comprehensive look at how the economy and work could change 
in the coming years due to advances in automation technology. (55 
minutes)

“The Humble Innovation at the Heart of the Global Economy,” Planet Money, 
December 4, 2013.
A brief podcast episode on the transformational role that shipping 
containers have played in the global economy. (18 minutes)
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https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2013/12/04/248883212/episode-500-the-humble-innovation-at-the-heart-of-the-global-economy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iaKHeCKcq4&t=1s
https://multimedia.scmp.com/news/china/article/One-Belt-One-Road/index.html
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-vietnam-war/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbEyO3gIGbc


5

Global Era: Classroom Reading List 

“Plastic Pollution: How Humans Are Turning the World Into Plastic,” 
Kurzgesagt – In a Nutshell, July 1, 2018.
A brief explanation of what makes plastic so appealing and the 
environmental problems that the substance poses. (9 minutes)

“The Ugly Truth Of Fast Fashion,” Patriot Act with Hasan Minhaj.
This episode of Minhaj's show looks at the many downsides of the 
fast fashion industry with an entertaining but rigorous approach, 
including a thoughtful discussion of the role consumers can play in 
addressing the issue. Note that Minhaj uses obscenities in the show. 
(29 minutes)

“U.S.-Russia Relations: Quest for Stability,” Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, May 2019.
From the Carnegie Corporation of New York, a comprehensive 
multimedia look at U.S.-Russia relations.

“The World on the Brink,” John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum.
The John F. Kennedy Library's online exhibit about the Cuban 
Missile Crisis narrates the thirteen-day crisis day by day, illustrating 
the narrative with archival material and recordings from the library's 
collections.

https://microsites.jfklibrary.org/cmc/
https://usrussiarelations.org/1/introduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGF3ObOBbac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS7IzU2VJIQ

